
Announcements
• Hw1 is available on Gradescope. Due 

Friday Jan 30
• Check out all course policies on the 

policy web page: 
https://www.cs.cornell.edu/courses/cs4820/
2026sp/policies/

• Sections start (Monday/Tuesday), 
attendance mandatory

• Course announcements will be 
pinned on our Ed page. 

https://www.cs.cornell.edu/courses/cs4820/2026sp/policies/
https://www.cs.cornell.edu/courses/cs4820/2026sp/policies/


More in Min cost spanning tree (MST)

Last time: Kruskal’s algorithm finds a min-cost spanning tree. 
Today: Prim’s algorithm finds a min-cost spanning tree. Same proof 
structure (“exchange argument”)



Proving Prim finds the optimal solution





More generally: cut property



Greedy II: Interval scheduling. 

The problem: 



Ideas for greedy algorithms:






